
May 6 to May 8, 2026

Smithers is proud to host this signature event, bringing together industry leaders, 
businesses, communities, and partners to share knowledge, build connections, and 
explore the future of mining and resource development in Northern BC. With the 
theme “Unearthing Opportunities,” the 2026 conference will celebrate innovation, 
collaboration, and the economic potential of our region—while showcasing the 
exceptional hospitality that defi nes Minerals North.

Unearthing Opportunity

We would like to acknowledge that Smithers is located on the unceded 
traditional territory of the Gitimt’en Clan and the Witsuwit’en people, 
and we honor their language, culture and history.

Minerals North is proudly hosted by:

Conference and Tradeshow in the 
Smithers Civic Centre and New Arena
4204 Third Avenue
Smithers, BC V0J 2N0



10:00 am – 7:30 pm	 Registration Opens	 New Arena

12:00 pm – 4:00 pm	 Exhibitor Set-Up	 Civic Centre
		
11:00 am – 4:00 pm	 Pre-Conference, Optional Activities (Pre-registration and payment required) 	 Various

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm	 Welcome Reception	 Civic Centre
	 Reception sponsored by National Emergency Safety Service | 
	 Drinks Sponsored by Rugged Edge Holdings Ltd. 	 				 

Minerals North 2026  - Smithers - Unearthing Opportunity

Time Event Location

Wednesday, May 6, 2026

7:30 am	 Registration Opens	 New Arena

8:00 am	 Tradeshow opens 	 Civic Centre

8:00 am – 9:00 am	 Breakfast  | Sponsored by Norad Logistics 	 Civic Centre & New Arena

8:30 am – 9:00 am	 Official Conference Opening	 New Arena 
	 Chief Timberwolf, Wet’suwet’en First Nation 
	 Mayor Gladys Atrill, Town of Smithers 
	 Sharon Hartwell, MLA Bulkley Valley-Stikine
	 Todd Stone, President & CEO, Association for Mining Exploration 
	 Nalaine Morin, Senior Vice President Environment & Social Affairs, Skeena Gold & Silver  

	 Regional, Power & Mine Development Updates  | Section sponsored by Motion.	 New Arena

9:00 am - 9:20 am	 Keynote Address: | Sponsored by Sedgwick Strategies Inc. 	 New Arena
	 Dome Mountain Mine - Key to Finally Unearthing This Opportunity 
	 Bill Cronk, Project Manager & Chief Geologist, Blue Lagoon Resources

9:20 am - 10:10 am	 Regional Updates - BC Ministry of Mining & Critical Minerals	 New Arena 
	 Northwest Region of BC and North Central & Northeast of BC Update: 
	 Nathan Corcoran, Regional Geologist

10:10 am - 10:30 am	 Powering Investment: Incentives for Mining Developments 	 New Arena
	 Tait Kisby, Mining Sector Lead - Key Accounts, BC Hydro 

10:30 am - 11:00 am	 Refreshment Break & Tradeshow Networking | Sponsored by IRL Supplies Ltd. 	 New Arena & Civic Centre

11:00 am - 11:50 am	 Mining Updates - How to Unearth Opportunities 	 New Arena 
	 Brucejack & Red Chris Mines: John Mullally, Head of External Relations 
	 & Social Performance, Newmont  
	 Mount Milligan Mine: Travis Desormeaux, Director of Regulatory 
	 & Public Affairs, Centerra Gold

11:50 am - 12:45 pm	 Lunch and Tradeshow Networking | Sponsored by Dorado Drilling Ltd.  	 New Arena & Civic Centre

	 Proposed Mines, Drilling & Community Growth | Section sponsored by Newmont	

12:45 pm - 2:40 pm	 Proposed Mines - Immediate Unearthing Opportunities 	 New Arena	
	 KSM Project: Ryan C. Hoel, President & COO, Seabridge Gold 
	 Eskay Creek: Nalaine Morin, Senior Vice President Environment & Social Affairs, Skeena Gold & Silver 
	 Galore Creek Project: Gabe Jutras, Director, Operations & External Relations, 
	 Galore Creek Mining Corporation
	 Kemess Project: Eric Dell, Vice President BC Operations, Centerra Gold 
	 Tenas Project: Dan Farmer, Project Manager, Telkwa Mining Ltd. 
	 Lawyers-Ranch Project: Nicole Rioseco, Director, Technical Strategy, Thesis Gold
	
2:40 pm - 3:00 pm	 The Future of Drilling	  
	 Alex Christie, General Manager, Drillware Tools Ltd.	

Thursday, May 7, 2026



3:00 pm - 3:30 pm	 Refreshment Break & Tradeshow Networking | Sponsored by Telkwa Mining Limited	 New Arena & Civic Centre	

3:30 pm - 3:45 pm	 Northwest BC Resource Benefits Alliance (RBA) 
	 Ron Poole, Project Manager, NW BC Resource Benefits Alliance and Mayor Gladys Atrill, Town of Smithers

3:45 pm - 4:30 pm	 Indigenous Engagement Panel: Future-Ready Engagement Panel 
	 Brent Murphy, Senior Vice President Environmental Affairs, Seabridge Gold 
	 Todd den Engelsen, Chief Executive Officer, Tahltan Nation Development Corporation 
	 Justin Himmelright, Senior Vice President External Affairs, Skeena Gold & Silver 
	 Charles Morven, Secretary/Treasurer, Nisga’a Lisims Government 
	 Moderator: Elgin Cutler, Chief, Witset First Nation	

6:30 pm - 11:00 pm	 Banquet Dinner (Prepaid Ticketed Event) | Banquet sponsored by KSM Mining ULC	 Summit Room 
	 Entertainment sponsored by Galore Creek Mining Corporation 
	 Banquet Wine sponsored by Pioneer Exploration Consultants Ltd. 
	 Banquet Drinks Ticket sponsored by Evergreen Industrial Supplies Ltd.

Time Event Location

7:30 am	 Registration Opens 	 New Arena

8:00 am	 Tradeshow opens 	 Civic Centre

8:00 am – 9:00 am	 Breakfast | Sponsored by Mining Association of BC	 Civic Centre & New Arena

	 Unearthing the Next Opportunities  | Section sponsored by Newmont

8:30 am - 9:30 am	 Policy Issues that Stand in the Way of Unearthing Opportunities 	 New Arena 
	 Jack Middleton, Vice President, Policy and Advocacy, Association for Mineral Exploration 
	 Tania Demchuk, Assistant Deputy Minister, Ministry of Mining & Critical Minerals 
	 Moderator: Jessy Chaplin, Smithers Exploration Group	

9:30 am - 9:45 am	 Keynote Address | Sponsored by Centerra Gold	 New Arena 
	 What can BC Do Differently to Unearth Future Opportunities 
	 Ellis Ross, MP Skeena-Bulkley Valley	

9:45 am - 10:00 am	 Keynote Address | Sponsored by Electrical Workers IBEW local 993 	 New Arena 
	 What can BC Do Differently to Unearth Future Opportunities 
	 Michael Goehring, President and CEO, Mining Association of BC	

10:00 am - 10:30 am	 Refreshment Break & Tradeshow Networking 	 New Arena & Civic Centre 
	 Sponsored by Driftwood Diamond Drilling Ltd.	

10:30 am - 12:00 pm	 Tradeshow Open to the Public 	 Civic Centre

10:30 am - 11:15 am	 Building Sustainable & Resilient Mining Supply Chains Panel	 New Arena 
	 Steven Bandstra, Director of General Freight Operations, Bandstra Transportation Systems Ltd. 
	 Brad Dillen, Project Services Manager, Seabridge Gold (KSM Project) 
	 Rick McLean, Owner, Bear Claw Industries  
	 Representative from Rugged Edge Holdings Ltd.  
	 Moderator: Michael Goehring, President & CEO, Mining Association of BC	

11:15 am - 11:50 pm	 Career Pathways Beyond the Pit 
	 Scott Richmond, District Vice-Principal School District 54 
	 Taryn Cutler, Office & Community Affairs Manager, Seabridge Gold 
	 Payton Movold, Grade 12, Smithers Secondary School 
	 Blake Lange, Grade 11, Smithers Secondary School  
	 Moderator: Elizabeth Miller, VP Environmental & Social Responsibility, Seabridge Gold	

11:55 am: 	 Conference Closing Remarks Mayor Gladys Atrill, Town of Smithers 
	 Cindy Shelford, President, Minerals North Conference Association

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm	 Pack-to-Go Lunch and Tradeshow Networking 	 New Arena & Civic Centre 
	 Sponsored by Bandstra Transportation Systems Ltd.	

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm	 Exhibitor Tear-Down 	 Civic Centre
		

Friday, May 8, 2026



Event Sponsors

Gold Sponsorship

Silver Sponsorship

Indigenous Participation Sponsorship

Platinum Sponsorship

Copper Sponsorship

Molybdenum Sponsorship

Metallurgical Coal Sponsorship

Event Supporters

Customer Support Sponsor


