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“So You Want to Build a Mine”
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Advanced Exploration to Construction
- The Galore Creek Project will be used as an example 

for what is involved

Three necessary prerequisites for each 
step of the process to EA approval

–Technical/Engineering Studies
–Environmental Baseline Studies
–Public/Regulatory Participation
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“So You Want to Build a Mine”
Galore Creek Timeline for Environmental Assessment Process
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Milestone Date
Project Description Submission February 5, 2004
BCEAA Section 10 (1) (C) Order February 25, 2004
Working Groups Established March 5, 2004
BCEAA Section 11 Order November 30, 2005
BCEAA Section 13 Order March 7, 2006 
BCEAA Section 16 (2) March 10, 2006
EA Submission May 15, 2006
EA Acceptance for Review June 26, 2006
CEAA Comp Study Confirmation June 29, 2006
BC Approval of EA February 22, 2007
Federal Approval of EA June 4, 2007



“So You Want to Build a Mine”

After EA approval permitting begins!
(unless you opt for concurrent permitting during the EA process)
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Technical Working Group Members
Federal, Provincial, Regional District, First Nations, Alaskan and  

US Federal 



Key Environmental Affects Addressed 
During Assessment
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Climate Air quality
Noise Wetlands
Surface water quality Terrestrial ecosystems
Surface water quantity Vegetation and soils
Groundwater Wildlife and wildlife habitat
Sediment quality Navigable waters
Aquatic resources Cumulative effects
Fish and fish habitat Visual and aesthetic 

resources
Accidents and malfunctions Capacity of renewable  

resources
Archaeological and heritage 
resources

Socio-cultural / socio-
economic



“So You Want to Build a Mine”
Getting from Project Description to EA Approval

Step 3 – EA Submission to Approval
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EA Review
– Comments received from stakeholders and regulatory agencies
– Proponent needs to clarify and confirm commitments identified / 

offered in EA document

Key Success Drivers
– Solid technical and scientific basis for anticipated impacts
– Timely responses to any queries and pro-active communications 

with all stakeholders to explain anticipated impacts and 
mitigation strategies 

– Flexibility to do supplemental/additional studies if concerns have 
not been adequately addressed

– Do not expect permits and authorizations to follow without 
additional information requirements 
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Getting from Project Description to EA Approval
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Milestone Date
Project Description Submission February 5, 2004
BCEAA Section 10 (1) (C) Order February 25, 2004
Working Groups Established March 2004
BCEAA Section 11 Order November 30, 2005
BCEAA Section 13 Order March 7, 2006 
BCEAA Section 16 (2) March 10, 2006
EA Submission May 15, 2006
EA Acceptance for Review June 26, 2006
CEAA Comp Study Confirmation June 29, 2006
BC Approval of EA February 22, 2007
Federal Approval of EA June 4, 2007

Step 3



Advanced Exploration to Construction
Getting from Project Description to EA Approval
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– Environmental Assessments are project specific and 
the proponent must be committed, flexible and 
creative to address issues that arise during the 
process

– Although each assessment is unique, the regulatory 
agencies review each project component to ensure 
that, prior to project approval, no significant adverse 
environmental impact is anticipated if the project is 
carried out as proposed by the proponent 

– Permits that follow require significantly more detail, 
especially with respect to technical considerations
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